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an easy job, for the Block contained men of different views,
and this fact had led to some mistakes being committed. The
Block, further, contained, as any large body was bound to contain,
some members of doubtful value, but stern disciplinary measures
had been put in force when anything objectionable had been
discovered. Replying to an enthusiastic vote of thanks for his
leadership and a hint that it was possible he might be called on
to resume it, Slawek stated that he was satisfied that the regime
under the new Constitution had a character of permanence,
and that all would be well with Poland.
STRAINED RELATIONS WITH CZECHS
The Czechoslovak Government proclaimed on November 5 a
"state of emergency" in the town and district of Teschen—this
was equivalent to martial law, and indicated only too clearly
to what a height of tension the strife between the Poles in that
area and the Czechs had attained. It had begun in the previous
year (p. 352), and had continued almost without intermission,
with feeling growing more and more bitter on both sides of
the frontier. In Poland it was held that the Czechoslovak Govern-
ment pursued a policy of Czechifying the Teschen Poles by dis-
criminating against them as regarded schools, teachers, churches,
clergy, official appointments of various kinds, and employment
in the mining industry—a policy of intimidation and persecution
which these Poles could escape only by becoming de-Polonized.
The Czechs repelled these accusations, and besides charged
Poland with promoting  irredentist   sentiment and   action in
Teschen. In September 1935 the  Polish Press reported that
the Czechoslovak Government had transferred eight regiments
to the sections where the Poles were in a majority in the district,
and that many arrests had been made. In October the exequatur
was withdrawn from the Polish consul at Morawska-Ostrava,
the centre of the mining area in Czech Teschen; he was accused
by the Czechs of fomenting irredentism. On October 18 the
Polish Government in reprisal withdrew the exequatur from
the Czechoslovak consuls in Cracow and Poznan.
On the very day of the proclamation by the Czechoslovak

